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on the back of her chair, and partly to her unexpected visitor:
" We are indeed fortunate to-day, for we are to be permitted, it would seem, to enjoy the society of our good hostess, to whom we must express our acknowledgements for having chosen to retain the empty ceremonial of announcing her visit, which she might easily have dispensed with, having the keys of our apartment."
" If my presence irks your Grace," replied Lady Lochleven, " I regret it the more because circumstances make it my bounden duty to inflict it upon you twice each day, at least during the absence of my son, who has been summoned to Edinburgh by the Eegent. My purpose in intruding upon you at this time was to inform your Grace of his departure, not with the vain ceremonial which obtains at court, but with the respect which Lady Lochleven owes to every person who has broken bread beneath her roof."
"Our good hostess has misprised our meaning," rejoined Mary with affected affability, " and the Regent himself will bear witness to the pleasure which we have always taken in the companionship of those persons who recall to our mind, even by indirection, our well-beloved father, James V. Lady Douglas, therefore, does us wrong by attributing to chagrin or discourtesy our surprise at her unlooked-for appearance, and her hospitality, which she so courteously proffers, does not afford us sufficient distraction to admit of our voluntarily renouncing that which her visits cannot fail to afford us."
"Unhappily, Madame," retorted Lady Lochleven, whom Mary kept standing in front of her during this colloquy, " great as is the pleasure which I myself derive from these visits, I shall be compelled to forego them except at the hours I have mentioned. I am too old now